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The Legacy Project of the Glen Ellen Historic Society evaluates and preserves locally emerging historic artifacts 
and documents.  These valuable and irreplaceable items are very important in building a reliable history of the 
area— and are otherwise extremely vulnerable to deterioration and loss.  We consult with local families that have 
historically significant ephemera and memorabilia, helping them to identify and preserve their collections while 
making them available for research and public display, where it is appropriate, by means of digital recording.
 
The initial phase of The Legacy Project involves the John Pierre and Myrtle Serres/Shirley Roberts Collection.  This 
major group of artifacts and primary documents has accumulated over the past 160 years on the Serres Ranch— 
ever since 1851, when Joseph Hooker built his cabin on what had been the Agua Caliente Land Grant.  Reports 
such as this are made available to members of the Glen Ellen Historical Society to promote further research and 
discussion.

 On February 15th, 1858, Martha Watriss wrote excitedly to her son George about 
the purchase of the Hooker Ranch in Sonoma Valley.  At the time the Watriss family had 
been living in San Francisco for several years, where Martha’s husband was proprietor 
of the Oriental Hotel.  In her letter she wrote:

…it was so highly recommended that your father and Frank Brown went to look 
at it and found it every thing it was represented It is situated about two mile 
from the City of Sonoma bounded on one side by Sonoma Creek where plenty 
of salmon trout are caught and on one side by mountains and on the other sides 
by splendid large oak trees laid out they say like a fine park so you see there is 
plenty of wood and water and there are plenty of people who have spent weeks 
at the farm that declare it to be the Paradise of California…
 
...your father has sent a man up to turn up the ground and prepare a little and 
most of our furniture was sent up in a sloop yesterday which will be put in a 
store house at the landing about three mile from the place till we reach there 
when it will be sent up by wagons— Now is not that a surprise Just think of us 
all being farmers in earnest…



 As the Watriss family settled into the ranch they began keeping a journal, in 
which a wide variety of information was recorded over the following years.  At the 
time of this writing, 47 pages of this journal have been scanned;  they appear on the 
following pages with captions that summarize what was written.  

 There are approximately 500 pages to the journal in all, and all in neat 
handwriting with occasional carefully drawn diagrams and illustrations.  A broad scope 
of daily life in Sonoma Valley is documented, providing a fascinating view of farm life 
in the early years of the Valley of the Moon.

 This report is being made available to facilitate research and discussion of the 
material presented, while the remaining pages continue to be scanned for eventual 
inclusion in later reports.  The scans are being done in high resolution at 600 dpi, which 
will be made available upon request.  Queries and responses should be sent to the Glen 
Ellen Historical Society, PO Box 35, Glen Ellen CA 95442. 



Plate 1:   The inside front cover is filled with calculations, sketches of faces, 
and various designs of brands considered for use on the ranch.



Plate 2:   “Hooker’s Ranch/June 21st,1858/Commenced writing Journal”, 
followed by drawings of brands and various other notations.



Plate 3:   The second page has notes on the design of a sun dial and a recipe 
for “Good Yeast”.



Plate 4:   This page has planting notes and a cure for horse distemper.



Plate 5:   This page has a treatment for toothache, a design for a braking 
mechanism, and the definition of a bushel measure.



Plate 6:   On the gestation of various livestock and the curing of sheepskins.



Plate 7:   Drawing of a tether for a bull, and listing the best distance apart 
for planting trees.



Plate 8:   On testing wine, and treating wounded horses.



Plate 9:  Further discussion on the treatment of wounded horses.



Plate 10:   Tallying payments by Martha C. Watriss  to Hugh Campbell.



Plate 11:   More tallies of Martha’s payments, and a recipe for 
waterproofing boots.



Plate 12:   How to find the weight of live animals, and a cure for diarrhea.



Plate 13:   February 16, 1860 branding tally, and notes on “Hungarian 
method of Tanning”.



Plate 14:  Instructions for preparing skins to be worked into useful leather.   



Plate 15:  “Memorandum in regard to JH Stock” notes significant events 
with cattle dating from February 19, 1860.   



Plate 16:  “Memorandum in regard to JH Stock” dating from March 3, 1860.  



Plate 17:  Weather forecasting and “preparation for preserving leather”.  



Plate 18:  “Memorandum in regard to JH Stock” and “Receipt for Worms in 
horses”.   



Plate 19:   Preparing “yeast for bread” and “Ventilating Water Proof Cloth”.



Plate 20:  Design for a horse’s halter.  



Plate 21:  Notes dated 1861 and 1862, with instructions for treating injured  
horses.



Plate 22:   Cures for diarrhea and colic in horses.



Plate 23:   Journal of events beginning June 21, 1858.



Plate 24:   Journal of events beginning June 24, 1858.   



Plate 25:   Journal of events beginning June 28, 1858.   



Plate 26:   Journal of events beginning July 1, 1858.   



Plate 27:   Journal of events beginning July 5, 1858.   



Plate 28:   Journal of events beginning July 10, 1858.   



Plate 29:   Journal of events beginning July 14, 1858.   



Plate 30:   Journal of events beginning July 21, 1858.   



Plate 31:   Journal of events beginning July 28, 1858.   



Plate 32:   Journal of events beginning August 1, 1858.   



Plate 33:   Journal of events beginning August 5, 1858.   



Plate 34:   Journal of events beginning August 9, 1858.   



Plate 35:   Journal of events beginning August 13, 1858.   



Plate 36:   Journal of events beginning August 16, 1858.   



Plate 37:   Journal of events beginning August 18, 1858.   



Plate 38:   Journal of events beginning August 23, 1858.   



Plate 39:   Journal of events beginning August 28, 1858.   



Plate 40:   Journal of events beginning August 31, 1858.   



Plate 41:   Journal of events beginning September 5, 1858.   



Plate 42:   Journal of events beginning September 8, 1858.   



Plate 43:   Journal of events beginning September 9, 1858.   



Plate 44:   Journal of events beginning September 15, 1858.   



Plate 45:   Journal of events beginning September 20, 1858.   



Plate 46:   Journal of events beginning September 24, 1858.   



Plate 47:   Journal of events beginning September 28, 1858.   




